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Actor Danny Aiello, left, stars in director Kevin
Jordan's family-inspired drama, "Brooklyn
Lobster," which premiered at the Toronto Film
Festival. (Sun Media photo)
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Aiello loves new role
By MARK DANIELL -- For JAM! Movies

TORONTO -- Danny Aiello is the first to
tell you he doesn't always get offered
the kind of roles he likes to play. But
when writer-director Kevin Jordan
offered him the part of Frank Giorgio in
the bittersweet family drama, "Brooklyn
Lobster," he leapt at the chance.

"For me it's a European-type movie,"
Aiello said, while in town to promote the
film at the Toronto International Film
Festival. "It's a small story about family
and it's these kinds of characters that I
most like to portray and I'm not always
given the opportunity to do that."

"Brooklyn Lobster," which director
Martin Scorsese loved so much he's
affixed "Martin Scorsese presents" atop
the credits, tells the story of a
passionate, combustible family man -
Frank (Aiello) - who's struggling to save
his Brooklyn lobster shop.

With the bank that loaned him money for a restaurant addition having folded, Frank, his family
and motley crew of misfits struggle to save the Brooklyn lobster shop, that says everything
about who they are. Part comedy, part drama and all heart, the film manages to pump its
"smallish" story full of warm, human characters - the likes of which we don't see much of
anymore.

Secondary storylines involving Frank's troubled marriage to Maureen (played by Jane Curtin),
his tech-obsessed son, Michael (played by Daniel Sauli) and his girlfriend Kerry (played by
Heather Burns) add more tension to a story Aiello called, "truthful."

Based partially on Jordan's own family-run lobster shop in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, the film
had its genesis in a short documentary he filmed with his brothers to raise money for the
production. His grandfather, known as "the lobster king of New York," started the business in
1938 in Manhattan, before moving it to Brooklyn. The film loosely portrays the Jordan family's
struggle to keep their business afloat.

Casting director Phyllis
Huffman ("Million Dollar
Baby," "Mystic River") got
the script to Aiello, who
signed on immediately.

"When I saw the script,"
Aiello said, "I called them
that night. I liked it that
much. I love this character, I
think he's loaded with love.
This is a blustering kind of
guy who wears his heart on
his sleeve. He tells the truth
and that's why I love him."

"He's a real person," the
Oscar-nominated actor
enthused, clearly on a roll.
"He's not a phony bastard. I
wish all people were like
him. I mean maybe not as
combustible, but as truthful.

"A character that lets people
know where they stand," he
said raising his voice, as if he was asking a question. "That to me is a great thing."

Aiello also reflected on some of his other screen highlights. "I know it's silly to say it, but I love
29th Street and I love Jack Ruby Moonstruck I liked but my character was troublesome to
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29th Street and I love Jack Ruby. Moonstruck I liked, but my character was troublesome to
me."

When asked what he thought of Luc Besson's recent re-release of 1994's "Léon," which
contained additional footage, the actor smiled. "Luc came to New York to sit with me. There
were two scenes and I didn't want to do it. But he made the part a little bigger and spent so
much time sweet-talking me, I couldn't say no."

Aiello, however, became most reflective when it came time to distill his performance in Spike
Lee's "Do The Right Thing" (for which he won numerous critics' prizes and was nominated for
an Oscar and Golden Globe."

"The significance of Do The Right Thing was amazing, because I was a street kid," he
reminisced. "But I told Spike, that for me to do it, I would need to rewrite parts of his character.
I knew that guy. I knew who he was and Spike let me bring that to the role."

And even though Aiello is the kind of character actor who inhabits every role he takes, the
72-year-old has crossed another love off his to-do list. He released an album of traditional jazz
standards titled "I Just Wanted to Hear the Words" and recently hit the road, playing shows in
New York City and Los Angeles.

"Brooklyn Lobster," which was acquired for distribution by Shoreline Entertainment after its
Toronto premiere, will be in theatres this fall.

Toronto film festival deemed a hit

Film Fest Review: A Little Trip To Heaven

'Tsotsi' wins TIFF's People's Choice Award

LL, Timberlake praise 'Edison'

Bening plays complicated '80s murderer

Film Fest Review: Sud Express

Huffman takes on strangest role yet

'Big Girl' debuts at fest

Aiello loves new role

Wallace, Gromit debut at T.O. film fest

More Headlines

Foreign press gets fair crack at T.O. awards
for first time
Egoyan film will be cut for home video

Chocolate, Ahi Tuna, popular items during
festival
'Matador' presser full of laughs

Depp likes to channel oddball celebs

Jackie Chan wants to get serious

Film Fest Review: Look Both Ways

Film Fest Review: Summer in Berlin

MacLaine, Diaz on 'In Her Shoes'

'Wallace' animator thrilled with fest

T.O. Film Fest
We've got the full scoop
on the 30th annual
Toronto International Film
Festival, including photos,
news, and a special daily
blog!

Movie Listings
Find out what's playing at
a theatre near you.

Neil Young contest
Listen to the new album
and win! 

U2 tix winner 
Ramones contest 

TV Listings
Wondering what's on
tonight? Check out our TV
listings for the complete
schedule in your area.

Lowdown column
Get the inside scoop on
the Canadian music
industry with Karen Bliss.

 

1. Just Like Heaven 
2. Exorcism of Emily
Rose 
3. Lord of War
4. 40 Year-Old Virgin
5. Cry Wolf

Are you missing CBC
television, six weeks
into the lockout?
nmlkj Yes

nmlkj No

nmlkjWhat's the CBC?

Results




