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CENTIPEDE! (CREEPFX/MAVERICK;
DVD only): There really is no substifute for
camman sense, in the B-horror world or any
other: When multimillion-dollar movies
maijer shudics sfill haven't completely selved the
pmmem of CGI that usually looks like CGI,
what chance do low-end producers have?
Perhaps recognizing CGI's limitations—or per-
hops unable to affard itl—the shet-in-lIndia
Centipede! resorts to real-life, on-the-set “giant
cenfipedes.” The result is @ movie with anachre-
nistic-looking mensters, os well os an anachre-
nistic plot...and | had an old-fashioned good
time. The storyline is the usual, or perhops o
bit less: A group of American young “uns de-
cide that, in lieu of giving a friend a bachelor
party, they'll induce him to come to India with
em end go “caving.” Reaching the three-
miles-down point quicker than | could walk
three miles, they take time off to play music
and dance—hut spelunk goes ker-plunk when
it turns out they've invaded the spoce of centi-
pedes the size of rolled ballroom carpets. An
explosion couses a parfial collapse that farces
them to search for an alternate exit while the
oemiredes search for them. The group is made
up ot all the usual “lypes” lin:lu:?ing one guy
with o bug phobia) whe say all the usual

things (mosthy 1), but they're a
Ay oors ke ool Sl s e
i goggle found in yarns like this; and the mevie

olfers us an occasional breath of fresh air by
cutting to activities on the surface, where res-
cue g are underway. The centipedes
ﬁng to win any FX awards [or even

close], but just the novelty of a giont monster

[ that's obviously right there in frant of the actors

is @ huge improvement over the FX we'd get in
a “conventional” 2005 mevie of this type. And
director Gregory Gieras even generates mild
suspense in scenes in which the centipedes are
present but not seen—for instance, having
them represented by maving surges on an

underground pool’s surface, or as the fores

pulling en the unseen last guy in o roped-

ther climbing party, fo cent-impede all the
ers. IF's udm::ﬁy kinwdu funn; tll'buﬁaddecude

& or 50 of CGI hos goften us to the paint where

the B-moviemakers who reject it in favor of

§ simple things like @ so-s0 prop monster may be

the nes with an improved chonce of deliver-

ing the goods.
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